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provided. While the Universal Peace Union utters the 
promise of a better dawning when it declares that " the 
taking of human life, either on the battlefield or on the 
scaffold, is a monstrous wrong, involving the destruction 
not only of that which cannot be restored, but of the 
fundamental principle of the inalienable right to life." 
Concerning other crimes, the evidence has been regarded 
sufficient that killing the offender incites rather than de- 
ters imitators : it is but a step to apply the same maxim 
to homicide. In important reforms, however, a step is 
to be measured with seven-league boots. When it was 
proposed to abolish capital punishment for stealing to 
the value of forty shillings, the Lord Chancellor Eldon 
gravely demurred that such an innovation would leave 
his property wholly without protection. Substitut- 
ing life for property, his descendants still vociferate 
their danger ; but in due time they too will be convinced. 
There is yet another ground of hope that justice 
will spread over her children a bloodless shield. It 
lies in the unstifled rebuke that the feelings of man 
have given his intellect. Some day the head will listen 
to the heart. Instinctive human sympathy accounts for 
the readiness of jurors to admit the plea of insanity, 
and to shrink from finding guilty the man on trial for his 
life. Kansas, in 1872, threw the responsibility of fixing 
the date of every execution upon the governor. Since 
then, though the holders of the office have changed, they 
have been reluctant to fight the mercy within them, and 
forty-nine living prisoners are the result. By the device 
of loading only half the number of muskets used, even 
the soldier, when ordered by court-martial to shoot a 
comrade, is relieved of the certainty that he has fired the 
fatal bullet. The plan proposed by Mr. W. D. Howells, 
that every citizen, unless excused on oath averring 
disbelief in capital punishment, shall be bound in turn to 
aot as public executioner, would result in bringing home 
to the feelings of each man what he now can perhaps 
succeed in putting away from his attention. But 
sympathy is gradually teaching us that even the murderer 
is a brother. We are learning how much of a man's 
"chance" depends upon his ancestry and the circum- 
stances of his birth, and are beginning to consider the 
validity of the excuse that Langster made to President 
Arthur, in pleading for a pardon, — that he was "born 
wrong." Science, in dwelling upon heredity and 
environment as causes of conduct, has been the hand- 
maid of compassion. We are coming to see that the 
distinction between sin and crime is man-made ; to 
estimate how much of this one's virtue or that one's vice 
is a thing that he cannot help ; and thus to explain the 
criminal's career without superciliousness or hatred. 

But there will be found, when it comes, no magic in 
the mere abolition of the death penalty. It is only as 
society really interests itself in the reform and especially 
in the prevention of crime that the commonwealth can 
be safe. In barbaric days, the tithing, or the hundred, 
was held responsible for every member of the clan. 
Then the hired policeman succeeded this primitive 
constabulary. There is need to go farther — to have 
every man deeply concerned as to the inward welfare 
of every other man. More must be done than the 
splintering of the gallows : mankind must be fused into 
unity. A great height remains to be scaled before the 
people shall obey the oft-recited injunction of the stain- 
less/me, — himself a victim of legal vengeance : "I say 
unto you, Love your enemies." 
Tufts College. 



THE BOYS' BRIGADE. 

Its Character and Tendencies. 

BENJAMIN F. TIU7EBLOOD, LL.D. 

The seductiveness of militarism has certainly reached 
its climax in the establishment and development of the 
Boys' Brigade. It is the last and shrewdest move of the 
friends of war to keep alive and respectable the old 
barbarous system of killing and destruction which the 
rising tide of Christian principle and good sense is threat- 
ening soon to sweep away. It is a clever stroke, indeed. 
If the boys connected with the churches and Sunday 
schools of England and the United States can be passed 
through military drill while young and taught to love the 
pomp and display always attending it, why, of course, 
that which has been ingrained into their early habits will 
remain with them when men and the whole coming 
generation will be essentially military. A great army and 
navy and forced military service will then be easily 
secured. But how shall this vast multitude of boys be 
gotten into the trap? Why, the churches must take the 
matter up. They have sadly failed, it is said, to attract 
and hold the boys. Something must be done or 
Christianity will die out. Now, nothing will draw the 
boys like military drill, with its fascination of flying flags, 
stirring music, uniforms, guns, goosestep and what-not. So 
these are all introduced to keep the boy within range of 
the Gospel, and the minister is delighted with the success 
of the strategy, little thinking of what lies beyond the 
immediate and apparently valuable result. 

It is well known that in England and the United States, 
where the conscript system has not been allowed to take 
root, there is a considerable number of persons, mostly 
army officers and military men, who are in favor of a 
universal forced military service. They are influenced 
chiefly by considerations of money and position. So far 
the people of England and America have stoutly resisted 
all their advances. But being unable to make headway 
openly they have turned to other methods. It is they 
chiefly that have been instrumental, especially in England, 
in the starting of the Boys' Brigade movement. In cases 
where they did not actually begin the movement, they were 
among the first to give it encouragement. They were 
among the early promoters of boys' brigades among the 
Scotch Presbyterians and the English Dissenters. And 
now the "black recruitiDg sergeant" has entered the 
Church of England and formed a "Church Lads' 
Brigade." It is largely under the patronage of army men. 
"Of the nineteen vice-presidents nine are generals, one is 
an ex-secretary of war, and beside these there is the 
chaplain of the fleet and the chaplain general of the 
forces. On the executive we find a major-general and a 
colonel, and on the provisional committee are half-a-dozen 
officers of the army." 

Next to the army officers the chief supporters of the 
movement are, strange to say, ministers of the Gospel. 
The latter are influenced, for the most part, by a different 
set of motives from the former, though some of them see 
nothing incompatible between the Gospel of Jesus and the 
spirit of war. They are led away by the seductive talk 
about making the boys " straight," " manly," " obedient," 
" self-respecting," about " attracting them to the house 
of God," etc. ; and they are seemingly unconscious that 
they are sowing dragon's teeth and a final harvest of 
" armed men." The military men know perfectly well 
what the outcome of the movement will be, if it can only 
be made general. They favor it with all their heart, and 
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this of itself ought to be enough to cause all ministers of 
the Gospel of love and peace to look upon it with grave 
suspicion. 

The real objection to the Boys' Brigade movement is a 
moral one. The thing is wrong. Boys ought not to be 
trained to be soldiers. To do this under cover of religion 
is doubly wicked. Human beings were not made to fight 
and to destroy. They were made to love, to bless, to 
save, to give themselves for others, to appeal to reason 
and conscience, and not to force. Their animal nature 
should be eradicated and not intensified. To subject their 
young life to the discipline of the arts of war, if only in 
sham, is to teach them that killing and destruction are 
respectable and manly, instead of barbarous and un- 
christian. The battle-field will seem to them the only 
place where the highest type of man can exist. The boy 
trained in this way will be a soldier in spirit as long as he 
lives. The martial song, the fiery war speech, the glitter 
of the sword, the hatred of his country's enemies will be 
tenfold sweeter to him than the church hymn, the Sunday- 
school hour, and the lessons of love and forgiveness 
heard from the pulpit. 

Another serious objection is that the Brigade will tend 
powerfully to give the boy a false idea of Christianity. If 
military methods are used to attract him to the house of 
God, military training|and the military spirit will come to 
seem to him an essential part of the religion of Christ, or 
at least in entire harmony with it. He will admire the 
heroic and spirited in Christianity, of which there is much, 
but all those passages about loving your enemies, resist- 
ing not evil, blessing those that curse you, etc., he will 
either ignore or explain away, if his pastor does not do it 
for him. The gun by his side will not allow any of this 
side of the Gospel to get within his soul. He will be likely 
to carry this confused and false conception of Christianity 
with him through life, to mar and nearly destroy his 
influence for Christ. If he be a good thinker and at the 
same time remain ' untouched by the Gospel, he will 
often smile within himself with contempt at the stupidity 
of the Church in trying to win him to Christ by deceptive 
and un-Christian methods. The general result will be to 
degrade the Church and bring it into contempt, to give a 
perverted conception of the Gospel, and to weaken greatly 
its power to save the world. This effect may not be 
immediate, but it is the fruit which will at last hang from 
every bough of the tree. 

The Boys' Brigade must also, of necessity, inculcate 
false ideas of manliness, a virtue which it is supposed 
eminently to instil. Manliness consists in purity, gentle- 
ness, kindness, the spirit of forgiveness, respect for 
others, moral self-respect, voluntary obedience, voluntary 
self-possession. Some of these qualities are incompatible 
with the life of the soldier. His obedience and self- 
possession are not voluntary, but forced. He dare not 
disobey. There is no true self-possession about him ; he 
is the slave of another. The self-respect which he is 
taught is not the moral self-respect of the Gospel, but a 
kind which trains him to resent immediately any insult 
and to shoot down those who trample in the least on his 
rights. The pretence that the Boys' Brigade will make 
lads manly, obedient, and self-respecting is entirely 
delusive. If they are trained in accordance with the 
soldier ideal, they will wish to do as real soldiers do. 
Their natures will become less tender, less patient, less 
regardful for others, less conscientious, more mechanical, 
more resentfult 



Christian ministers who introduce the Brigade doubtless 
have a sincere desire to draw the boys to the house of 
God, and to win them to Christ. That is commendable. 
But a right end can not justify a wrong means. A bait 
so poisonous and deadly is sure to counteract all the 
wholesome food afterwards given. There is no need of 
the brigade for physical training. That can be acquired 
better in other ways, in these days of many appliances. 
If half the time and energy and money which these 
organizations require were spent in ways of attracting 
and training which are helpful and at the same time 
harmless, there would be little complaint of the absence 
of the boys. There are more young people interested in 
church work to-day than ever before, drawn too by purely 
Christian motives. Boys are not insensible to the beauties 
of a true Christian spirit, with the energy and high 
courage required to carry it out. The true way for the 
church to attract them is" to cast off the absurdities and 
contradictions about war and other evils which have . so 
much characterized her in the past. When she comes to 
recognize and live out the spirit of the Sermon on the 
Mount, exhibiting in practice the high and beautiful ideals 
of peace, gentleness and tenderness which it contains, 
her drawing power will be more than quadrupled. 



The Christian State says very truly : 

"It was a significant landmark of human progress which 
was seen in New York and Chicago on October 18th when 
the long distance telephone between the two cities was 
opened and their Mayors exchanged greetings and con- 
gratulations. Telephone messages had previously been 
successfully sent between London and Paris, Paris and 
Marseilles, New York and Washington, but the distance 
from New York to Chicago is twice as great as in either 
of these cases, and a special wire, nearly three times as 
heavy as any one now in use, has been erected over the 
whole nine hundred and fifty miles. The results ob- 
tained were perfectly satisfactory. " The Star Spangled 
Banner " was sung in Chicago and through a big funnel 
shaped receiver could be heard in New York by many 
persons at once. Conversation was easily carried on in 
low tones of voice, and even a whisper could be heard a 
thousand miles away. It added to the interest of the oc- 
casion that Prof. Bell, the inventor of the telephone, was 
in charge of the New York end of the wire. It is rarely 
that any inventor has lived to see such a vast practical 
development of his idea. Conversation between America 
and Europe will be the next achievement, and Prof. Bell 
remarked that it will not be very long until the whole 
civilized world will be in telephonic communication. In 
such achievements as these the thoughtful mind sees far 
more than merely the. progress of humanity. They are 
the restoration, as a part of Christ's redemption, of the 
dominion over the lower creation which our race lost in 
the fall. They help to bring the ends of the world to- 
gether and to fuse all mankind into one great family 
under the reign of the Prince of Peace. They are the 
exact opposite of the dispersion from Babel. Men were 
scattered then, because a judgment from heaven made 
communication impossible. Now the blessing of heaven 
restores communication. They are a summons to the 
church to arise and use for her Lord, these swift agencies 
which He is placing at her service." 



